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Sunday Edition. 
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The Sanday Edition, per annam...,.... “eepamessaze,” 2.00 
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Eintered at the Post Office at New-York, 
class matl matter, 


: Fa a mbon 


BRANCH OFFIORS OF THE’ : 

Cun Treen Uptown Otfige—No. 1,268 Brosdway. 

, Pacis Ofice of Tn Trxes—Burean of 7h Paridian, No. 
® Rus Seribde. 

Tar Toss ts on ‘sale in London ato: 449 ivand, 
W. 0, by Henry FP. Gillig & Oo., and at Mr, Stevens's, 
No. é Trafalgar-square, 45 WET ¥ 2 

—_—_—__———_—_— 

This morning Tom Damx Tanks consists of 
‘Tweive Paces. Every newe-dealer is downd to 
‘deliver the paper -in its complete form, and any 
Tatlure to do 80 should be reported at’ secant 

—_—_—_—_—_——_——— 
; Pik cerca Bureau report indicates 
for to-day, in this region, failing barometer, 
< southerly solnde, cloudy weather, and rain, fol- 
lowed by rising barometer, colder wis tind 
winds, and clearing weather. 
—_———— 

IDEAL AND PRACTICAL POLITICS. 

Several letters have recently ‘been .ad- 
dressed to THE. Times by- obviously fair- 
‘minded and ‘intelligent ‘readers® protesting 
against the Republican movement in favor 
of Gen. GRant,.and against the course of 
this journal in giving that inovement coun- 
tenance and“ support. The letters re- 
ferred to. did not come) ‘from Blaine 
men or from Sherman men,’ but from 
Republicans who are satisfied with none of 
the three prominent candidates for the Chi- 
eago nomination. ‘Yo quote the words of one 
of our correspondents, “if the Bepublican 
Party can furnish no candidates other than 
these, then ‘it deserves to be. defeated. 
Every. Republican who votes according to 


\ vhis convictions, should, in such case, cast his 


baliot for BaYarp, or other good man-on the 
other side, ifany, in the performance of his 
* duty as a Citizen,” The somewhat. ¢on- 
fused character of the last sentence fairly 
represents: the perplexing kind of dilemma 


"which presents itself to those like-minded 


- with our correspondent. Ha. is; evidently, 
~in a fair way of being reduced to the neces- 


sity of not voting at all, ‘fin’ the “per- 


> formance of his:duty as a citizen.” 


Admitting that the first duty--of citizen- 
' ship, that of intelligent and conscientious 
voting, may sometimes be “best performed 


: by not voting at all, it certainly involyes a 
».. theory of political action which is “a dar- 
ren as: it) is | paradoxical: The individual’ 


voter may settle the matter ‘as his under- 
standing or his © conscience may  dic- 

but. no’ « public “Journal: which 
values. .cither its influence or its 
reputation © would - be’ _ likely to 


) \. prescribe the policy of. absolitte inaction as 


* the only. one left for the self-respecting t ma- 


- fority of a great pete, 4 ae not ‘yet 


_ potism which ean only be mot. by the ced 


Kasi: yr aed Sagas of mourning War- 


‘Inadequate as may be our political 
machinery to 


| to seeure the representation. Of bs 


best in sither party, it is ab- 
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" PHE NEW Car apedionet: 
“Ola Rome seemed to glory in making | 


- | vicrihing of pai, The civil law was 


wll in all everywhere, and it gave the father of 


| the family a kind of magistracy over his house-' 


)'| tolook Puacuioane ok oon 
the ono moat likely to inerease its business. 
The savings effected by it are made to. 


a acerue directly to the depositors, even if the 


ARD’s claims. either. to. statesmanship or 
goodness thust haye dealt far more lenient- 
ly with the shortoomings* of Demoorats 
than with those of Republicans.’ This much 
may, however, be ¢onceded. to them, that 
Senator BaxyarD least: good enough to 
have the slighest ‘possible chance of. being 
nominated at Cineianati 


RXPENSRS a LaPIn Es BANKS. 

It is impossible not to agree with Super- 
intendent Lams in the opinion that the ex- 
penses of savings babks in this State should 
be still farther redoced, * A good beginning 
has already been. made, . During the year 
1877 the expenses of ‘all the savings banks" 


} in the State were. $107;687 less than in’ 
the preceding. year, and ‘there was a 


farther reduction ‘of “about $75,000° in 
the year 1878. "A. small ‘portion “ of 
this ‘reduction «should be attributed 
to the falling off in: deposits and number of 
icone ‘another portion is undoubtedly 
due to the -Superintendent’s reiterated 
‘warnings, , We hope.the. rest» may be cred- 
ited to the growing wisdom ef the Trustess 
and. bank officers... Either . the «business 
sagacity or the integrity of the managers of 
our savings banks is directly involved in the 
disereditable showing made by the special 
report on expenses sent to the Legislature by 
the Superintendent «few days ago. The 


‘per centage. of expenses to deposits 


is greater here than in Connecticut and 
Massachusetts, and much greater than in 
Great Britain, ° Our “bank officers ought to 
be as skillfal in. matiagement as any in the 
world, They ought, also, to be as deeply 
mpressed as any with the grave truth that 
in the administration:of. the trast imposed 
upon them they ate: forbidden to incur any 
expense not justified by the interests of the 
depositors. » The figures laid before the Le- 
gislature show that they are lacking in one 
of these two. particulars. 

The average per centage of expenses to 
deposits in this State last year was 0038, 
against .0029. in. Connecticut and Massa- 
chusetts, In 1878 the showing was much 


worse, being (0044 in New-York to.0030° 
4n Connecticut and .0028 in Massachusetts. 


It we take the ‘average cost.of taking care 
of each account, we find’ that for 1879 it 
owas $1 66 in Now-York to..$1-03 in Con- 
‘pectiout and.87° cents in, Massachusetts. 
This average: amount, lacks-a mere fraction 
of being four times as great as the cost of 
each account in three - representative 
British savings banks, the Liverpool 
Savings Bank, in which. it was 39 cents ; 
the: Edinburgh Savings Bank, 40.cents, and 
the Savings Bank of Glasgow, 39 cents— 
an average of 39 1-3.cents. It will be said, 
of course, that these figures:are exceptional, 

and do not represent the average for all the 
savings banks ‘in the-Kmgdom. -But when 
we compare these three banks with others 

in this City of: ‘similar ‘standing in respect 
to amount of deposits, we find that the ratio: 


penses to deposits in the ten largest savings 
banks in)’ Massachusetts . ih. 1878 . was 
002168; ‘in the ten largest’ in New-York 
in 1879 it was .003776. . Were the figures 
of these banks for the preceding year at 
hand, we haye no. doubt: they would show 
that their comparative expenses were 
double those of thé Massachusetts banks. 
srg of money: expressed in fractions of 
pet ae cont...’ make. *small ” impression 
on the feye, but their importance . is 
readily ‘ppeeeelatet ‘by the understand- 


‘ang ‘when. the <principal involved: is 


hundreds of ‘millions... On Jan. 1 of the 


“present year the deposits. in ‘all the savings 


er | banks in the State amounted to $319,266,- 


-020 98, and the number of open accounts | 
] was 870,626, ° Superintendent Laks ex- 


en ae rae. eee 2 the veenle 


‘more or less 


| prieotfor‘onty two years. Tn the Virginia 


rate of interest paid be not raised, in the 


stated divisions of surplus’ accumulated in 
excess of the Ateper “gees nee fpr by 
the law. Ne 


i gy NEESER SRI 

‘ @BNILEMEN CRIMINALS. 

It ishardly worth while to waste words 
in attempting to make clear to the lay ntind 
the reasons why. Mr. Cowxey, the wicked 
shepherd, does not go to the Penitentiary, 
to'which he has been sentenced. « This man 
was the temporary guardien of a number of 
children. These he starved, abused, and 
ill-treated. . He.was fairly tried, and, after. 
the production of.conclusive ‘evidence, was 
convicted and sentenced: Under ordinary 


‘ 


‘cireumstances, CowLEY would have.goné to 


prison, whether he liked it or not, as fast as 
the’ railroads could carry him. “Ifthe had 
been a‘ Sixth Ward bruiser, destitute of 
polities! or. social influence, guilty of 
the satne ctimes of which he has jast now 
been eonvicted, he would. have been sen- 
teneed at the forenoon session of the court, 
and the morning papérs, next day, would 
haye chronidled the fact, (with some slight 
show -of satisfaction;) that he had been 
‘+ railroaded? to Sing Sing on the previous 


afternoon: “But Cow ry, having; so -to- 


speak, “‘stolen ‘the livery of the court of 
Hedven to serve the devil in,” and being 
blessed with influential friends, lingers in 
New-York, while his legal counsel obstruct 
justice by some of those intricate processes 
at law.which mo layman can possibly. 
understand. The. man should, at this mo- 
ment, be a-~ penitent in a. cell. But 
his lawyers are. fighting against the 
course of justice, employing « varieties 
of the. species of hocus-pocus which law- 
yers so well know how to use, It is not 
pretended that Cow ty is not guilty.. It is 
even sonceded ‘that he thas actually been 
tried, and eonvieted, He is not in duress 
by accident, or even by an. unlawful order 
of some infamous Judge. When sentence 
was'passed upon him, his counsel besought 
the prosecuting attorney to keep the con- 
vict here until he could try some now de- 
‘vice for his liberation. The prosecution 
replied that this matter was now in’ the 
hands of another officer, who could exercise 
his own discretion. And so. Mr. Cowney 
lingers. 

The case of the Rey. Mr. Cow.zy is not 
so singular that.it should attract especial 
attention, It is, possibly, the rule that in- 
fluential convicts should slip easily through 
the meshes of the law. Money and infiln- 
ence combine to’exhaust all of the multi- 
farious expedients by which justice is hin- 
dered; and, after a while, when the original 
crime has been lost sight of in the tangle of 
‘legal complications, the criminal disappears 
in the confusion Sand is heard of no more. 
“It makes all the difference in the world; 
however, whether the oriminal has. more 


powerful ‘friends than the victim of his’ 


crime... For example, Fosrzr, the 
car-hook mtrderer, complained . that 
he was -the innocent sufferer. of 
a reaction against murder’ It had been 
popularly supposed that ‘‘hanging was 
played: ont in New-York.” So fully. was 
this believed that the most natural impulse 
of @ brutal man was to kill the object of his 
fury or dislike, He could afford to take the 
chances. This was precisely what. Foster 
did. “He had ‘good family connections and 
influential friends, and, under a normal con- 


. dition of things, he might have escaped the. 


gallows, But the slain man also had 
friends who ..were determined that. 
his death . should not:.be unavenged; 
and they succeeded in arousing a 
public sentiment which became, so. to, 
speak, abnormal on the subject of the fre- 


‘queney of murder. To his great surprise and 


disappointment, Fosrzr was hanged. Just 
now the’ people of Virginia are brought 
face to face with a social problem which is 
not unlike the two just noticed. Mr. Pom- 
DEXTER horse-whipped @ shoe-maker who 
had made a complimentary remark about 
the behuty of the foot of Mr. Pompzxrer’s 
betrothed, . The shoe-maker, smarting with 
the ‘lash “of indighity, retorted in like 
manner, whereupon .. Mr. PomNDEXTER 
shot him dead. As Mr, Ponpexter is of 
one of the, first families of Virginia, and 
| the dead mah was only a shoe-maker, a 
pot twelve'good men ‘and true brought: 


is another PoinpEexrsr, a 


| brother of the slayer of sboo-makers, and 
. brodue ; za ‘tar ements cic ry will | 
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| old Rome, undoubtedly, grave 
stern Oaptains were persuaded into telling their 
: pecrets to pet beauties as well as to. stately 


hola which made the private fireside a public 
tribunal, Precisely how much influence pri- 
vate life had ever public affairs it is not easy 
to say; although we’ know that human nature 
mast always speak out in some way, and that, 
however much men may domineer by the code 
and by the sword over women, they can never 
live apart from women, and never fail in im- 
pertant points to let them” have their way: mn 
ators an 


‘wives, and the secrets of State were not always 
excluded from these charming confidences. - In 
the end, great mischief came in this way, and 
the intrigues of the palace’ rivaled the conspir- 
acies of the camp in grasping at the sceptre of 
empire. True womanhood did not gain by this 
development, and in time it. evidently took 
shelter in the rising Church against the gross 
vices and bratal passions of the Army. : 
An immense womanly power thus went into 
Christendom, and the story that has been told 
in letters of gold of the benefaction of Queens 
and Princesses was written in less conspicuous, 
but no,less positive; characters in the homes of 
plain people, whose wives and daughters gave 
their hearts to the gentle and invincible Carisr. 
The aceession was'a great help to.the Church, 
and g0, too, it was agreat source of anxiety; and 
history vaguely: hints rather. than: plainly and 
fully speaks out the troubles: which the priest- 
hood had té contend with before they could bring” 
the great host, not, of course, of Amazons, but 
of emotional devotees, to such terms as would 
secure their influence without accepting their 
supremacy. Of course, women must, to a cer- 
tain extent, manage private life, and they. were 
and always ‘must be its animating heart and 
prevailing motive. But they were then kept 
‘within’ due bounds, and the result of the 
deliberation between the longest and strongest 
heads of the new Christian. Rome was. ‘to 
bring all women to the confessional to tell their 
secrets to the authorized priests, and to deny to 
the priests the privilege of marriage ‘and the 
companionship of wives, who might have such 
itching ¢@irs as ‘to endanger the confessor's 
fidelity to his vow. What power that confessional 
had and stili has over women, and to a certain 
extent over men, we do not yonture to hint, 
wmiuch lesa to estimate adequately, © It is enough 
to suggest that its influence is a necessary ele- 
ment im studying the social and intellectual life 
of Christendom. 'Wemust not forget that be- 
fore newspapers, caucuses, and novels. were 


thought of, ‘society had its mouthpieces, and the |. 


Church had something evéry day to set before 
the great public; and every day the confession- 
al had its ear open for the last sensation of pri- 
vate life, 

When the great revolt came, and Protestant- 
ism dismantied the.old altars and closed the con- 
fessionals ahd set up its aggressive pulpits and 
printing-presses, private as well as public. life 
felt the change, and the secrets: that. were be- 
fore told to. thé priest. must find some. other 
outlet. Thus the new literature of 
the heart came three or four hundred 
Yearsago; and thus within a. century, during 

‘which Protestantism has passed from an: eccle- 
siastical protest ‘Into a.social.and universal 
revolt against all arbitrary authority, the new 
literature has set up its more daring standard, 
and insisted upon taking. private life. wholly 
into. igs keeping and doing all the business 
which was before done by the. confessional. 
Women have not been backward in this move- 
ment, and while their experience has made a 
large part of the: new poetry and romance at 
the hands of. men, their talent and ambition 
have been eager to do something in finding out 
the secret thought and feeling of men’ as well 
as women; and telling them, under the veil’ of 
fiction, to the world.’ Perhaps the Oourt, which 
80 long tried to grasp at the: power which was 
taken from the Ohurch, was the first bidder for 
the new propaganda and confessional; and the 
brilliant beauties ‘and fascinating talkers of the 
salons of France; in their way, were rivals with 
the old confessors in eagerness for the secrots 
of Church and State. What shrewd and charm- 
ing’‘women have done, and are doing, for diplo- 

macy and politics, we must leave it to writers 

behind the scenes to tell; and they have told 
and aro telling enongh: to, convince us that 
history has not been half written as yet, and 
perhaps the most tingling secrets remain un- 
told. . 

‘But, outside of Aiblomecy and politics, and 
within thebroad and free range of our modern: 
society, we.may see the same impatience of the 
old confessional ‘on the: _part of women, and 
their eagerness to take to themselves much of - 
the. power of old held by the priesthood. 
Women are fond of: hearing secrets, and this 
fact is more certain than their readiness to tell 
them.. They tell 6 great many things that they 
ought not to tell, but they have not due credit. 


. for the vast amount: of confidence which they 


do not betray. In some. respects they are far 
more secretive than men, and an instines of” 
their nature often makes them aafer confidants 
than men are, with'all their cool pendence and 
trained self-con' trol. It is a part of the power 
of the new confessional which women are 
trying to open, that it promises’ not to blab. 
‘Probably this leap year will bring out.as mover. 
before the’ wish of ‘women ’to be: on -terms ‘of 


‘| nearer confidence with men, and it is their 


privilege to put, or ‘as. the slang phrase is, to 
pop, the question, of waiting to have it. 
yates them ‘The old question was su pposed 





ik ‘without 
4 can pt ‘to the influence: 


of the new eonfessional which women are open- | 


ing for men. Mush folly, and worse than folly, 
may and must come, in certain directions, from 


‘the néw confidences, but morality and refine-: 


ment and culture must gain at Inet. The result 


‘Must be that men and women’ will- meet upon 


better terms; the common ‘ground between 
them. will be enlarged.” Men will lose some- 
thing of their coarseness, and women will. part 
with much of their frivolity, especially with | 
their present worship of clothes, which counts 
oo: listte where the best men are concerned. 
sceaeniniitunenmnentmeanny ; 
THY Bley OLR IN-USE.. ‘ 


The first question occurring to one whose. 


_attention-has been challenged and secured. by 


the bicyele is the. practical one : Of ‘what use 
is 16? Is if more: than’ an impiement for 
sport and exercise, and that mainly in halls? 
Is it a vehicle, indeed, and; if so, to what 
extent, under what conditions, and why is 
it such? Its ten years of increasing use 
in England, its rapid possession of this coun- 
try, ‘and its diffusion “over the «world. are 
facts inconsistent with alight dismissal of its 
claims to recognition, All Europe, including 
Southern Russia, knows “ the: wheel ’’; Australia, 
New-Zealand, India, Mexico; South America; 
and: the West Indies. are already reported as 
haying clubs, or the nucleus of them; and, in 
every. instance ‘yet, the machina, once iutro- 
duced, has gone rolling into confirmed and 
widening favor. 

Those who are peculiarly interested in speed 
may like to know: that: the: fastest bicycle rate 
ever, recorded was in Boston, in May last, a 
quatter mile in S8% seconds, or: at the rate 
of 23%4 miles'‘an hour; the best: mille has been 
done in 2 minutes 43. seconds, which is“ at the 
rate of about. one mile an hour less than this, 
Three miles have been done in 9 minutes 415 
seconds; five miles in 15 minutes 13 2-5 
seconds; ten, in 32 minutes 25 seconds; 
twenty, 1 hour 6 minutes 6 seconds. The bicy- 
clehas run 20 miles against -two trotters, ré- 
lieving: each other, and, has won;.the short. 
distance English champion, bat a few months 
ago, published in Boston «» challenge (unac 
cepted) to run 20 miles again#t. any horse, or's 
single mile, provided that he should select the 
course in the latter case, and should have odds 
in his favor, which might be set against the 
differences recorded in favor of the best mile 
trot.. So-much for speed; but it is not to be as- 
sumed. that the bieyele has done its best, or 
that it may not yet beat the champion horse on 
a single mile, on his-own track. 

‘As'to distances accomplished, the. following 
are instances out of many: 100 miles: in 71g 
hours; 100 miles in 6% hours, without'a stop; 
200: miles. in 15 hours 40 seconds; 1,170 
miles in six days. . These are performances in 
halls. Onthe road are the following: 72 miles 
in 101g hours; 100 miles in 7% hours, (run- 
ning time, 6 hours 27 minutes ;) 212 niilés io 
24 hours; 40 miles in 3 hours 36° minutes, 
without a'stop ; 20 miles in 1 hour 36. minutes; 
140 miles in 17% hours, of whith stoppages 
took. 7 hours; 300: miles’ im three days ; 110, 
114,;-and 105 miles in: three consecutive days: 
100 miles. in 10 hours; ‘an average of 20 
miles every evening fora month; 1,600 miles 
in four months; 5,119 aiken ts 18 months ; 
6,368 miles in «year. ..Noterionsly,, no horse 
could sccomplish any. one of these feats; in 
faet no horse can keep up with the bicycle on 
any course exceeding five miles'at most, and no 
user of horses who understands and values that 
animal would think’ ofiputting ohne in harness 
the day after driving him 60 miles. 

A machine! which ean accomplish such re- 
sultsand can so marvelously augment the ef- 
foctivepess of the human body in locomotion is 
certainly entitied to most respectfal considera- 
tion ;. nor can anybody, out of: sheer incredulity, 
pooh-pooh its :recordas falsé and itself as 
“toy” of no. pragtieal value, without’ being 
guilty of the most glaring credulity, to wit, 
that of believing that 10 years’ increasing use 
of the machine has not revealed the truth about 
it; and that thousands of men, from. boyhood to 
adult age and in every ‘walk of life, have com- 
bined, although without organization, to be de- 
ceived and then: to- extend deception further. 
Rither the bicycle is.all that.ite users claim for 
it, or else it.is the subject of the most marvyel- 
ous heax ever known. . 


Odd) incidents and .new-uses are freqnently 
reported. It has been discovered that the bi- 
cycle runs charmingly onice. Last New Year's 
several children were. delighted by a sled ride, 
their horse’ being ‘the bicycle. A resident of 
Salem, Mass., reports that in 15 months past. 
he has ridden the mischine constantly between 
house add place of business; 1,200 times, at a 
saving of 180 hours in’ time; anda reduction 
of shoe bills from $18. to $4 50, Packages are 
habitually carried. One rider took a piece of tim- 
ber 4 by 2 inches and 12 feet long half # mile ;, 
this was done for convenience, not for sport, 
and. the skme person regularly ‘carries: pack-’. 


ages of hardware weighing 15 pounds or more. | 


In a five mouths’ trip as agent for a firm deal-. 
ing in manufacturers’ sapplies, through parts of 
five of the New-Enciand States, he has traveled 
on his bicyele, carrying his bundle of _sataples, 
over. 3,000 miles,-averaging 30 miles a day, 
frequently going 10 miles - without dismount- 

, and visiting all mills and manufacturing 
concerns on’ the route. He claims that he ac- 

complished this distance in lesa time: than he- 
would have done dy: rail, besides penetrating 
districts ee he. coal “not. otherwise have 


there are many interest. 
domt- eit 


pease ay ool ren tone gh 
barrage ge of the body to be'performed, 
ch is all the greater as the length and 
prs el bara Ratan and the weight per- 
forms no service except in inducing friction of 
the: foot on the ground, Theoretically, the: 
bloycle-rider is potsed exactly above the axis of 
his” Jwheel ;" ‘practically, he is ‘s. little be 
hind it, bub so Little that,” on a. level, his 
-weignt becomes an impediment of not much. 
more than resistance of the air and friction: of 
the moying parts, the last being reduced to the 
minimum by'anti-friction bearings and great 
perfection of mechanism. Nearly poised, he 
rolls himself slong; he is quite freed from lift 
ing and from interruption or motion; the work- 
ing-leg (unlike walking) itself brings back the 
idle one by its own weight; inertia aids him 
somewhat ; and, in a great degree, he actually 
performs the paradox of utilizing his own 
weight in propulsion by merely shifting it, nat 
urally and unconsciously, almost without labor, 
from one leg to the other. Of course, it is not 
pretended that no museular exertion is required, 
or that the bicycle does not fatigue its rider in 
time. Up hill, he must carry himself and the 
machineas well; but as an offset, down hill it 
will cerry itself and him, swiftly by gravity 
again, and for quite a distance on. the suceeed- 
ing level. The machine is a marvel, but nota 
miracle, and not a mystery—simply an. expedi- 
ent for making the most of our physical powers 
in the direction of locomotion. 
—_— 


THREE-HEADED RUSSIA. 


» Were the Russian eagle depicted. with 
three instead of two heads, it would symbolize 
very sptly the present state of the Empire. In- 
_ Stead of being divided, as is generally supposed, 
into two opposing camps .of loyalty and disaf- 
fection, Russiais portioned out into three dis: 
tinet -parts—two small but violent minorities 
pulling vehemently in: opposite directions, and 
& vast, sluggish majority, whose only wish fs to 
sit still. ' The “patriot” ‘Pan-Slavists, who pro- 
longed the Orimean war for a year after its 
author's death, and who, untaught by that ter- 
rible-lesson, precipitated the struggle of 1877, 
are still as clamorous as ever for foreign con- 
quest, Russian aggrandizement, and the exten- 
sion of the Caar’s protectorate over all Slavonian 

nationalities alike. The. Nihilists, again, as 
their name denotes, hold the .“‘down with 
everything” ered,’ and wish to annihilate 
the whole’ existing: order of things, with- 
out troubling -themeelyes much‘ as: to what 
should be put in its stead. Between, these two 
extremes lies the great mass of the} people, 
stolid, ignorant, unprogressive, stupidly con- 
tented, caring as little for national glory on the 
one hand asfor popular freedom on the other. 

Nihilism has been defined as the conflict of 
despotism: aud ‘revolution; but it would. be 
more correct to eall it a war of city against 
country—of Russia solidified into communities 
against Russia sown broadcast over moor and 
prairie. Disaffection loves a crowd, for it is 
thus more easily propagated. .The students, 
massed together in ‘their universities—the arti- 
gans, crowded Into great towns—the soldiers, 
cooped up. by thousands in their camps or 

these are Nihilism’s congenial food. 
Itis the restless, inquiring, unsatisfied’ towns- 
man, daily exchanging ideas with. scores of 
others like himself, and reading, or having read 
to.him, the verdict. of half a dozen newspapers 
upon the questions of the day; by whom tumults 
are kindled and plotsorganized. The provincial 
Mujik,” onthe other hand; content with his 
black rye losf and tumbler of weak tea, his 
sheep-skin frock and tar-besmeared boots, knows 
little and cares less' about anything beyond the 
limits of his own village, his foremost thought 
being to mske sure of his lighted candles and 
his sugar-cake on Easter Sunday; and to keep 
his stove heated and the chinks of his log-hut 
‘well stopped during the four months’ frost. 

Thus, then, Russia's chariot of state, liable to 
be overturned by the plunging of two run- 
away horses in opposite directions, is steadied 
by the ‘ drag.” of her inert millions of peasant 
population. Should these ever be .. gained: over 
by either school of extremists, revolution will 
follow, as a matter of course; but this contin- 
gency seoms still tolerably remote. Not with- 
out reason did the Russian Golos ( Voice} assert 
some time previous to the late troubles, that 
‘* Socialist opinions fiad no place in Ruasia, and 
instead of alarming the Gore it | only 
bring ridicule upon the would-be propagators.” 
Recent events, indeed, haye somewhat belied 
this rose-colored theory, but itis still true in 
the main: Thé Turk himself ia not’ more hos- 
tile to anything new and strange than the or- 
dinary Russian. During the’ civil conflict: of 
December, 1825, when the adherents * of the 
Grand Duke ConstanTINE strove to prevent the 
elevation of his brother Nroxotas® to the 
throne, the former attempted to spur the zeal 
of their followers with the shout of '* Constan- 
gtNE and the Constitution!” In any. other 
European country, this cry would. have found 
an échoin every heart, but.the phlegmatic Rus- 
slans were only puzzled and offended by the 
mysterious word ** Constitutsia,” which their 
leaders finally explained away as meaning sim- 
ply * Constaytine’s wife.” While such men 
ria eemaocine Sas Sa immediate fear 

- Altnough he has. been connected with the 
greatest engineering works of modern. times,’ f; 
De Lesstps, as he himself said the other night, i, 
not a professional engineer, but has spent most of 
his life in diplomacy. Born in Versailles ta 1805, 
hie. Deeame an attaché of the French Con eat. 
Ilabon when he wasonly 20 years poh nite Wac 
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